He worked hard, as a letter from Eleanor to his daughter Virginia Hewlett in England in 1856 lamented:
Your suspicions are right as to your Papa having too much to do. He really looks much worn and fatigued and suffers very frequently from headaches. He literally never seems to have a leisure hour. 12 Briefly the first president of the Legislative Council after responsible government, following his retirement from the chief justiceship in 1873 Sir Alfred was a member of the council and lieutenant-governor (1875-91). He died in October 1894. In a tribute to him, Sir William Windeyer praised 'the swiftness of his apprehension [and] the subtleness of his reasoning and his grasp of principle', and recalled his enjoyment of his friendship. 13 Sir Alfred was the most successful and well-known of John Stephen's sons, but he was not the only one to enter the legal profession, nor to achieve high position. At the time of John's death, in 1833, all of Alfred's four surviving brothers were also 'practising Law in some form or other in various colonies '. 14 His eldest brother, Sidney, was a barrister in St Kitts and Australia before moving to New Zealand as a puisne judge of the Supreme Court. 15 John was a Police Court practitioner and an alderman for the city of Melbourne. 16 Younger than Alfred were Francis and George. Francis was a solicitor in Sydney and proprietor of the Australian newspaper. 17 George, who had been a clerk in the Supreme Court of Van Diemen's Land during his brother's time as solicitor-general, and who had briefly worked with Francis in his legal office in Sydney in 1836, became advocate-general and crown solicitor in South Australia in 1838 as a result of a lucky confusion of himself with Alfred. After a stint as colonial secretary in the colony, and another as government secretary to Sir John Hindmarsh in England, he returned to Australia, where he practised law, entered politics and conducted business. He ended his career a faith healer, in which occupation he became something of a celebrity. In 1881, the Goulburn Herald described how he had attended to one man by:
Breathing on the parts affected, making passes, and then ordering the patient to throw away his stick, which he did, and walked around the room and downstairs with the utmost celerity. Sir Alfred's third son, (Sir) Henry, was an associate to Sir James Dowling as well as to his father, and was admitted to the Bar in 1850. He had a general practice, and, in 1879, was appointed QC. Having several times refused the position of solicitor-general, in 1879 he also refused that of Supreme Court judge on the grounds that the salary would be insufficient, being much less than he could make as a barrister. Some years later, however, in 1887, he accepted the job, becoming a puisne judge of the New South Wales Supreme Court. 22 Later, he was acting chief justice (1902-04). In 1914 he recalled that he first went on circuit 'in the bushranging days'. 'I remember procuring a revolver', he said, 'though I had a feeling I would be shaking too much to do any good with it if the ruffians bailed me up'.
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Two other sons also made their living in the legal profession. Cecil, who was Sir Alfred's sixth son, was an associate to his father before entering practice himself. Appointed KC, he was also offered a position on the Supreme Court bench, and even the role of chief justice, though he never accepted either. According to an obituary, he was 'noted for his great ability as a pleader', and had 'that calm, dispassionate judgment and impartial view that, combined with the highest legal talent and 24 Ernest, the youngest surviving son, was admitted as a solicitor in 1871. Briefly in the family firm, he was later a senior partner in another. 25 According to Sir Alfred's granddaughter Ruth Bedford, 'some said he was the most brilliant of the brothers, but he had too little staying power and too many hobbies'. He played the piano so well that 'one wished he would never get off the piano stool'. 26 Both grandsons and great-grandsons followed the family tradition and entered the law. Among Sir Alfred's grandsons, (Alfred) Consett was admitted as a solicitor in 1882 and became a partner in Stephen, Jaques and Stephen, as did (Sir) Colin, who was admitted to practice and made a partner of the firm in 1896, and Leonard, who was known for his philanthropy, especially with the Boys' Brigade.
27 Colin was also a noted amateur jockey, whose first win was in 1892 on a horse named Pro-Consul; later in life he chaired the Australian Jockey Club. 28 Henry Montagu practised as a barrister in Sydney, while Noel Campbell was admitted as a solicitor in England, although he never practised. Milner was admitted to the Bar in 1896, and went into practice on his own. He became a KC in July 1928. Appointed a puisne judge in 1929, he became 'the fourth generation of his family to sit on the Supreme Court bench in New South Wales'.
29 Alfred Hewlett, a son of Sir Alfred's daughter Virginia, who had moved to England on her marriage, came out to Australia to be articled to Septimus, but later decided against entering the law and returned to England, where he took orders. 30 Another grandson, Alfred John, was intending to study for the Bar when he died of typhoid fever on a trip to India in 1890.
Among Sir Alfred's great-grandsons were both eminent lawyers and some who may have been, had not their lives been cut short. Adrian Consett, who had received an LLB degree in 1915 and who was also a noted writer of plays and essays, was killed in action in in bankruptcy and probate. From 1918 he was chief judge in equity. 38 He was also in 1918 royal commissioner in an inquiry into the 1916 convictions and sentences of 12 Industrial Workers of the World sympathisers.
Senior puisne judge when the chief justice, Sir William Cullen, resigned in 1925, Philip was appointed in his place, 'the first time since the appointment of Alfred Stephen [when] the government decided to promote the senior judge as Chief Justice'. 39 Shortly after his appointment, the Sydney Sunday Times carried a profile of Belinda, describing her as bringing 'to the position of wife of the Chief Justice of New South Wales an immense store of knowledge of social problems, and an equal amount of charity'; she was a 'ceaselessly busy woman'. 40 Sir Philip left office in 1933, 'after a term exceeded only by Sir Alfred Stephen'. 41 He was lieutenant-governor from 1930, and several times administered the state. 42 In his first year in the position, as adviser to the governor, Sir Philip Game, he had been 'drawn into the constitutional imbroglio that led to the dismissal of [premier J. T.] Lang'. 43 At his funeral in September 1938, Bishop Arnold Wylde described him as 'sound in judgment; wise in counsel; expert in knowledge; tolerant, and of wide sympathy; kindly and gracious, and with a deep love of everything beautiful in life'. 44 All three of Sir Philip's children-all sons-entered the law. His eldest son, Kenneth Whistler, received his LLB in 1914, and then, after World War I had broken out while he was on holiday in England, enlisted. He began legal practice, having been admitted to the New South Wales Bar in 1915, after his full-time military duties ended in late 1919. By this time, he was also a married man; he and Jessie Mary Grey Lillingston had been married in February 1916. Born in 1889 in India, Jessie had met Kenneth at the University of Sydney, where she gained a BA in 1911; the pair had both played hockey, and belonged to the university's dramatic society. 45 Jessie, who as a child had prayed to be turned into a boy so as to escape the restrictions placed on girls, became a committed feminist advocate.
From 1921 to 1927 Kenneth lectured in law, part time, at the University of Sydney; he also had a general practice. In 1927 he was appointed to the Industrial Commission, and in 1931 to the bench of the Supreme Court of New South Wales. 47 His father being then chief justice, Kenneth became 'a "brother judge" of his father'. 48 This unusual circumstance was remarked upon in the press. 49 Acting chief justice and senior puisne judge when Sir Frederick Jordan died, he became chief justice in 1950. He 'was assured that the legal profession's regard for him was "based on its knowledge of him alone and not on any reflected glory of his ancestor"'. 50 Sir Kenneth retired at the age of 70 in 1960. He had been lieutenant-governor since 1950, and remained in the role until he died in February 1972. Like his father, he administered the state several times. 51 Meanwhile, Jessie became well known for her political views as a feminist activist, campaigner for Aboriginal rights and supporter of peace and socialism. President of the United Associations of Women for many years, by 1943 she was 'Australia's leading feminist'. 52 She was a member of the Australian Labor Party, twice defeated for election in the seat of Wentworth, in 1943 and 1946, and in 1945 was 'the only female adviser in the Australian delegation to the United Nations Conference on International Organization' in San Francisco. 53 In 1949 she stood for election as an Independent Labour candidate in the seat of Phillip. In the context of widespread fear of the 'red menace', she was also by this time somewhat notorious. Her interest in and sympathy for socialism and the USSR had led to criticism, and she came to be called 'Red Jessie'. 54 After spending some years overseas, she returned to Australia in 1960 and began work on her memoirs; she died in 1970. Sir Philip's second son, Laurence Whistler, had just become an associate to his father when World War I broke out in 1914. He took part in the Gallipoli landings on 25 April 1915 and was killed in action in May. 55 Another Street whose legal career was cut short by the war was Geoff, Philip's nephew. He had entered the University of Sydney intending to pursue a legal profession, but his undergraduate studies were interrupted by the outbreak of war. Returning from service in the Australian Imperial Force, he became a pastoralist and member of the federal House of Representatives. 56 Minister of defence from November 1938, he was killed in 1940 in the Canberra air disaster, together with Jim Fairbairn, the minister for air; Sir Harry Gullett, the vicepresident of the executive council; and Sir Brudenell White, the chief of the general staff. 57 Only two months before, along with Fairbairn, he had survived another crash with minor injuries.
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Ernest Whistler, the youngest of Sir Philip's children, was admitted to the Bar in 1924, having been an associate to his father while a student at law. Like his father, he preferred the equity jurisdiction, and he built up a significant practice in this area. His wife, Norah Knox, was a niece of Sir Adrian Knox, chief justice of the High Court of Australia. 59 However, suffering ill health, he later left the law and entered business; he was a director of the Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney Ltd and of Tooheys Brewery Ltd, and chairman of City Mutual Fire Insurance Co. Ltd and Geigy (Australasia) Pty Ltd. 60 
